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INTRODUCTIONBackground

Why we’re  
strengthening our image What we’ve done

Defined our essence  
to identify how Rotary is different 
from other organizations

Brought our values to life  
to ensure our actions support  
our words

Established our voice  
to reflect our distinct character

Clarified how we present  
our offerings so people  
understand what we do and 
how they can engage

Refreshed our visual identity  
to energize our look and feel  
while celebrating our heritage

What we need to do

It’s up to all of us to protect, 
promote, and deliver on that story 
in all our interactions.
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WHO WE AREHow We  
Got Here

AN UNPRECEDENTED EVALUATION OF OUR IMAGE FRAMING OUR STRENGTHS FOR CLARITY AND IMPACT

Rotarians are responsible 
leaders — both socially  
and ethically

› Define leadership by  
mindset and approach,  
not labels or titles

Connecting has and  
always will be the driving 
force behind Rotary

› Highlight connections  
and communities,  
not the individual

 It’s not just about  
global impact —  
we impact communities  
on a global scale

›
Clarify the type of impact 
Rotary makes (i.e., community 
impact scaled globally; 
lasting change)
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WHO WE AREOur Values

What are “values?”

How did we define  
our values? 

OUR VALUES HOW WE LIVE OUR VALUES

Fellowship and  
Global Understanding › We build lifelong 

relationships

Ethics and Integrity › We honor our 
commitments

Diversity › We connect diverse 
perspectives

Vocational Expertise, 
Service, and Leadership › We apply our leadership 

and expertise to solve 
social issues
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WHO WE AREOur Voice

What is our voice?

Why is a distinctive voice 
important for Rotary?

How should we use  
our voice? 

OUR VOICE IS... THIS MEANS... OUR COMMUNICATIONS ARE...

Smart Knowledgeable
Perceptive
Confident

Compassionate Thoughtful
Sincere
Engaging

Persevering Bold
Purposeful
Courageous

Inspiring Upbeat
Hopeful
Visionary
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WHO WE AREOur Voice 
Examples

EXAMPLES BEFORE (without Rotary’s voice) AFTER (in Rotary’s voice) WHY IT’S EFFECTIVE

› It’s amazing what we can 
accomplish when hearts and 
minds work together. See  
how leaders from countries, 
cultures, and occupations 
around the world are taking  
action — to enhance health, 
empower youth, promote 
peace, and improve their 
community.

Join leaders at a  
Rotary club near you.

› Another year, another chance 
to make history

We’re closer than ever to 
eradicating polio. But even as 
we celebrate our 108th year  
of community impact, we’re 
reminded that there is much  
to do. Become an effective 
advocate for government 
funding so together we can 
finish the job.

rotary.org
Rotary.org
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HOW WE ORGANIZE AND PRESENT OUR OFFERINGSOur Essence  
and Organizing 
Principles

Our essence provides clarity

 joins leaders

exchange ideas

take action

What are Rotary’s 
organizing principles?

JOIN  
LEADERS

EXCHANGE  
IDEAS

TAKE  
ACTION

Emerging  
Leaders

Leaders Shared 
Interests

Cultural 
Exchange

Global   
Understanding

Local Global

JOIN LEADERS EXCHANGE IDEAS TAKE ACTION
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HOW WE ORGANIZE AND PRESENT OUR OFFERINGSSignature 
System
Organizing 
Principles 

Calls-to-Action

JOIN LEADERS OR EXCHANGE IDEAS OR TAKE ACTION:  [url] OR [phone] [address]

EXCHANGE IDEAS:
membershipdevelopment@rotary.org

TAKE ACTION:
www.rotary.orgJOIN LEADERS:   www.rotary.org
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HOW WE ORGANIZE AND PRESENT OUR OFFERINGSWhat we call 
ourselves

We are Rotary
ROTARY ROTARY INTERNATIONAL ROTARY FOUNDATION

OUR COMMUNICATIVE NAME OUR LEGAL NAME AND 
SUPPORT ARM

OUR CHARITABLE 
ARM

 What we call ourselves  
when referring to the 
enterprise as a whole in 
all communications

 How we refer to our global 
association of 34,000 clubs 
and the governance and 
offices that support them

 What we use when referring  
to Rotary’s fundraising  
and grant-making arm, when 
appropriate and/or legally 
required
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